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O
n August 30, 2014 a great gathering

was held on the Mike Martin and

Susan Dopp farm in Enderlin, North

Dakota. One hundred forty people (family

and friends) came together to witness the

exchange of wedding vows between Emily

Sorensen and Paul Martin.  

Paul, originally from Chetek, Wisconsin,

and Emily, Mike and Susan’s niece and

from Cedar Rapids, Iowa, wanted a farm

wedding. Peter and Ida Sorensen, parents of

the bride and also from Cedar Rapids, had

a bond to this land as Ida grew up on this

farm and Peter is a farmer in training. 

The dress code was “Classic or Country

Chic”. Friends and family from all over the

United States came and took part in helping

with the wedding. 

The path was a five hundred foot walk

and meandered through the farm buildings

and a special plot of sunflowers planted just

for this day. When everyone was seated,

heads all turned west to watch bride, Emily,

and maid of honor sister Elizabeth

Sorensen, ride in on saddle mules, Ruth and

Jezebel. Handled by muleteers Julie Barker

Elijah and Kim Kingsley, mules usually

don’t command much attention, but at this

hour all eyes were upon these two mules

and they knew it. Their jaunty step and

flawless performance brought tears to the

eyes of several mule lovers in the audience.

Reverend Gary Coffey, North Carolina, of-

ficiated.

Once vows and personal messages were

exchanged, the bride and groom climbed

into a waiting Ural motorcycle and sidecar

and thundered east to Enderlin’s cemetery

where they placed flowers on Emily’s

grandparents’ grave. 

In the meantime the guests filed back to

the tent/farm Quonset area and the party

began.

The celebration was a wonderful tribute

to the local community and its success

matched the perfect weather.

Paul and Emily have made their home in

Minneapolis, Minnesota.
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Emily Sorenson and Ruth being led by Kim Kingsley, and Elizabeth Sorensen (maid of

honor and sister of the bride) and Jezebel, being led by Julie Barker-Elijah. 

Jodee Whittenberger photographer.

Paul and Emily making their exit on the

Ural motorcycle and sidecar. 

Jodee Whittenberger photographer
A moment for Emily and Ruth.

Mike Martin (Emily’s uncle) who was 

really the mastermind behind the 

entire wedding (not to mention an avid 

Western Mule Magazine reader.) 

They call him "the wedding planner."




